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2015 RULE CHANGES
For 2015, the NFHS Baseball Rules
Committee made and clarified rule
changes for the upcoming season. The
biggest one involves the use of video
monitoring and replay equipment for
coaching purposes during the game.
The other changes are presented in
approximate order of importance. Always
consult official NFHS publications for
exact rules language.
Electronic Devices (3-3-1f,i)
The committee revised the rule that dealt
with the use of electronic devices during
a game.
The revised rule allows the use of
video monitoring or replay equipment for
only coaching purposes.
It is now legal for a team to record
the game from anywhere in dead-ball
territory and to view the video during the
game for coaching purposes only.
Coaches are not permitted to have
any recording or viewing devices,
such as smart phones or tablets, in
the coaching box. Coaches are only
permitted to have a rulebook, stopwatch
and scorebook with them in the
coaching box.
Umpires are not allowed to view
video for the purposes of making calls or
rendering decisions (10-1-5).
Play 1: Team A uses (a) video camera
on a tripod manned by an athletic
trainer, (b) tablet computer manned by
an assistant coach, or (c) a smart phone
camera operated by a player in uniform.
All three recording devices are in the
dugout. Ruling 1: All are legal.
Play 2: Team A coach (a) in the
dugout or (b) in the on-deck circle
reviews video of B3’s previous at-bat.
Ruling 2: In (a), it is legal. In (b) the only
authorized personnel allowed on the
field when the ball is live are the batter,
runner(s), base coaches and on-deck
batter. A coach is not permitted in the
on-deck circle if the ball is live. That
would be permitted during a dead ball,
such as a charged conference.

Follow-Through Interference (7-3-5)
The committee expanded the definition
of interference to include follow-through
and backswing interference that were
previously undefined. The penalty wasn’t
changed.
Follow-through interference is when
the bat hits the catcher after the batter
has swung at a pitch and hinders actions
at home plate or the catcher’s attempt
to make a play on a runner. This was last
year’s term for backswing interference.
Play 3: With R1 on first and one out,

A

B

B2 swings and misses the pitch for strike
one (PlayPic A). R1 attempts to steal
second and B2’s follow-through hits
F2 while he attempts to throw out R1
(PlayPic B). Ruling 3: If F2’s attempt to
put out R1 is successful, the interference
is ignored and the play stands. If not, B2
is out and R1 returns to first base.
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Backswing Interference (7-3-7)
Backswing interference is now
defined as when a batter contacts the
catcher or his equipment prior to the
time of the pitch.

a pitcher or catcher who had been
removed for a courtesy runner to return
and run if his team batted around during
an inning and it was his turn to bat.
Previously, the only ruling in the
book stated that a pitcher or catcher
who has been removed for a courtesy
runner could not return to run the bases
in that inning unless the courtesy runner
is injured and there are no other eligible
runners. Please note that Oregon allows
for courtesy runners by league adoption
only.

C

Points of Emphasis
Play 4: With R2 on
D
second and no outs,
B4 is in the batter’s
box and takes a
quick practice swing
(PlayPic C). The
practice swing hits
the catcher’s glove.
The pitcher has not
started his pitching
motion. Ruling 4:
Time should be called and all players
should be given the opportunity to reset
in their positions (PlayPic D). There is no
penalty.
Batting Helmet (1-5-1)
Batting helmets must be of a nonglare surface and must not be mirrorlike. Also, the batting helmet must meet
the NOCSAE standard at the time of
manufacturing, and must be monitored
regularly for excessive use and kept in
good functional order.
Play 5: B8 comes to the plate with a
batting helmet that is painted in mirrorlike, shiny silver paint. Ruling 5: The UIC
shall direct B8 to secure a legal batting
helmet. There is no other penalty.

Each year, the rules committee highlights
areas that it believes need attention
without making changes to the rules.
This year, the committee raised the
following as points of emphasis:
Helmet Maintenance and Usage
The committee stressed that players
must have legal equipment and that
coaches are responsible for ensuring
that players are using helmets that
are in suitable condition for use.
Remember that just because a helmet
met the NOCSAE standard when it was
purchased doesn’t automatically mean
it remains suitable for use. Coaches
should check helmets on a regular basis,
especially at the beginning of each
season, to ensure the padding is intact
and there are no cracks (PlayPic E).

E

Courtesy Runner
The courtesy runner rule was
changed to clear up the ability of
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

Coach Lingering
After making a pitching change,
defensive coaches are permitted to
remain on the field to consult with the
pitcher who is warming up or other
defensive players. But the coach is
not permitted to delay the game by
interfering with the pitcher’s warmup
throws. Additionally, it’s expected that the
coach will be off the field and the game
ready to resume when the new pitcher
completes his final warmup pitch.
Home-Run Celebrations
There have been reports of teams and
individuals participating in home-run
celebrations that include unsporting
behavior. Rule 3-3-1g covers unsporting
behavior and the penalties. A home run
may be celebrated by the team that
hits it. However, there is no excuse for
unsporting behavior that could be the
precursor to other, more serious events
(PlayPic F). Also, the plate umpire must
be able to see the runners and batter
touch the plate.

F

Postgame Infractions
Once the umpires have left the field,
they’re no longer in charge of the game
and can’t eject game participants.
But that does not give the license to
players, coaches or fans to act out
toward umpires. Umpires are strongly
encouraged to report postgame
infractions to the state office and let the
state office mete out proper penalties.

Malicious Contact
The state rules interpreter and his
committee have chosen to bring the
state’s attention to the issue of malicious
contact. Physical contact is a part of
every sport, but when it’s deemed to
be malicious, it cannot be tolerated.
Malicious contact must result in an
immediate ejection of the offending
party. The contact can be created by
the offense or defense and includes,
but is not limited to: 1) running into
and through the catcher on a play at
the plate, 2) sliding into 2nd base with
one’s cleats extended out and upward,
3) tagging the runner with such a force
that the offended player is knocked off
balance and/or injured, 4) intentionally
running through first base in such a way
that the runner’s cleat clips the Achilles
area of the first baseman.
Batter Interference
The NHFS Rules Committee clarified
that the batter is responsible for his
swing all the way through the motion,
such that contact on the backswing
constitutes interference. Any contact,
initiated by the offense, of the catcher
by the bat and/or the batter in a stolen
base situation requires the umpire to
call “interference” against the batter,
whether or not the catcher throws the
ball. Umpires are reminded that contact
is not required to create an interference
situation. If the umpire judges that the
catcher was unable to complete the act
of attempting a throw because of the
illegal actions of the batter, interference
shall be called.
Force-Play Slide Rule
A runner is never required to slide into
a base, but if he does, the slide must
be legal. On a force play, the penalty for
an illegal slide is the runner is out, the
batter-runner is out and all other runners
return to the base occupied at the time
of the pitch (8-4-2).
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

CHECKED SWING (cREW OF tHREE)
A

U1
R1

U3

BR

PU

CREW OF THREE
CREW
OF THREE

G
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OF THREE
CREW CREW
OF THREE

In the three-man crew, umpires are
reminded that checked swings will
always be appealed to the wing umpire
(MechaniGram A). The umpire in the
wing position (A or D positions) provides
the best opportunity to accurately rule
on checked swings. The plate umpire
will point (PlayPic G) to the wing umpire
to make a ruling. The plate umpire
should never appeal to the umpire in the
middle of the diamond.

Point of the Plate/Moving to the Plate (crew of two)
B

BR

R1

U1
U1
LF

CLEAN HIT
OVERTHROW

BR

R1

Plate umpires are generally encouraged to move to the plate on batted balls, read the
play and move from there. With runners on third and/or first or second with a chance
to score, the plate umpire should move backward, just a step, to the point of the
plate extended and move from there into the best position to rule on a potential play
at the plate and/or other bases.

TWO
CREWCREW
OF OFTWO

CREW OF TWO
CREW
OF TWO

POINTS OF EMPHASIS

In a situation (MechaniGram B) with a R1 on first, the plate umpire observes a clean
hit to left and takes a step back to read the play. Then, the umpire moves from the
plate to the third base cutout for the possible play at third. On an overthrow at third,
R1 breaks for the plate. The plate umpire will hustle to the front of the plate in fair
territory to get the best angle for a possible play at the plate.
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

Pace of play
H

I

20-seconds

20-seconds

60-seconds

Umpires are encouraged to use all the tools at their disposal to keep a good pace
of play. New gameballs should be delievered swiftly to the pitcher; the batter’s
box
rule should be enforced consistently and accurately; visits to the mound by
60-seconds
teammates should be limited in number and scope; timeouts should not be granted
to either the offense or defense, except in extenuating circumstances (for a coaches
conference, dirt going into the batter’s eyes, a ball entering the field from the bullpen,
etc.). Umpires should never look rushed, but must avoid contributing to games that
drag along with no flow. Twenty seconds after receiving the ball, the picher (PlayPic
H) must make a play or legally pitch. A relief pitcher (PlayPic I) must complete their
warm-up pitches within one minute.
For example: A pitcher requests extra pitches between innings because his team
had a long offensive half of the inning. That is not a reason to grant extra throws. The
pitcher could have gone to his team’s bullpen and thrown during the inning.
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THE INS & OUTS

OF UMPIRING
Baseball umpires can improve their base work and plate work skills with Referee’s
Baseball Balls & Strikes: Every Pitch Counts and Baseball Basework: Every Play
Counts. The books feature expert advice from baseball’s top minds and include
enhanced DvD video content featuring 3D illustrations, live game footage and
instructional animations detailing the rules.
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