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2016 RULE CHANGES
For the 2016 NFHS baseball season, a
rewording of the rules makes it clearer
that when a coach commits a minor
offense, the umpire shall issue a warning
and record it on the lineup card then
restrict the coach to the bench/dugout
area rather than immediately issuing an
ejection. Here are other rules changes
presented in approximate order of
importance (always consult official NFHS
publications for exact rules language):

Ruling 1: The umpire informs the coach
that bringing video to the field for the
purpose of having an umpire change
a call is prohibited by rule and that he
should return to the dugout. If the coach
continues to argue, the umpire shall
issue a written warning and restrict the
coach to the dugout for the reminder
of the game. If the umpire deems that
action to be major and unsportsmanlike,
the umpire shall eject the coach.

Restriction to the Dugout (3-3-1 Pen.)
The rules committee reworded the
penalty that states umpires shall give
a written warning (10-2-3j) for a minor
offense that shall restrict the coach to
the bench/dugout for the remainder of
the game. It’s in the judgment of the
umpire what is a minor or major offense.
That new ruling shall allow coaches the
opportunity to coach their team for the
rest of the game without leaving the
bench/dugout, as seen in (PlayPic A).

Major offense toward the umpire
(3-3-1q)
The NFHS has expanded the
subsequent rule of 3-3-1 to add article q.
It states that a coach, player, substitute,
attendant or other bench personnel shall
not “have any physical contact, spitting,
kicking of dirt, or any other physical
action directed toward an umpire.” The
addition of article q clarifies what would
be considered a major offense and result
in the immediate ejection of the coach,
player, substitute, attendant or other
bench personnel, as seen in (PlayPic B).
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Play 1: R3 is on third base with no outs.
B5 hits a deep fly ball over the shoulder
of F8 and the umpire rules that the ball
is caught by F8. The assistant coach
is in the dugout recording the play and
alerts the head coach that R3 on third
base left early. The head coach brings
the recording to the field to challenge
that R3 left early and insists that the
plate umpire review the recording.

Play 2: With R1 on first and no outs, R1
steals on the pitch. F2 throws the ball to
second where F6 catches and applies
the tag. The umpire rules R1 out on
the play. The head coach comes out to
argue the call and during the argument
the head coach (a) bumps the umpire,
(b) throws his hat to the ground, or (c)
curses at the umpire. Ruling 2: In all
three situations, the head coach will be
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immediately ejected from the game and
the umpire shall submit a report to his or
her commissioner of officials.
Compression Sleeves (1-4-2)
Compression sleeves are becoming a
more common accessory and various
types of designs have emerged. The
NFHS rules committee has decided
pitchers may continue to wear
compression sleeves, but the committee
has added some restrictions. A pitcher
shall not wear white or gray exposed
undershirt sleeves or any white or gray
sleeve that extends below the elbow, as
seen in (PlayPic C). For the 2016 season,
any compression sleeves worn by the
pitcher that extend below the elbow must
be solid black or a solid dark color, as
seen in (PlayPic D). Play 3: Before the
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pitcher starts his eight warmup pitches,
the plate umpire notices that the pitcher
is wearing a compression sleeve that
extends below the elbow and is (a) solid
black compression sleeve, (b) navy blue
with white lettering or (c) digital blue and
white camouflage. Ruling 3: In (a) it’s
legal for the pitcher to wear that. In (b)
and (c) it’s illegal for the pitcher to wear
those compression sleeves. The umpires
will stop play and have the pitcher remove
the sleeve before play continues.
Points of Emphasis
The rules committee also adopted
three points of emphasis for the 2016
season: catchers’ equipment, home run
celebrations and postgame infractions.
Proper catchers’ equipment
There have been reports that umpires
are allowing catchers to wear a twopiece style mask, which consists of the
skullcap helmet and mask, as seen in
(PlayPic E). Umpires are reminded that
rule 1-5-4 states the catcher’s helmet
and mask combination shall meet the
NOCSAE standard. Any helmet or
helmet and mask combination shall have
full ear protection with dual ear flaps, as
seen in (PlayPic F on page 4). A throat
protector is also mandatory whether
it’s attached to the mask or part of the
mask. Rule 1-5-3 states that in addition
to a head protector and a mask with a
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

F

Home run celebrations
Home run celebrations are becoming
more common and sometimes they may
include unsporting behavior. Umpires
are reminded that rule 3-3-1f (4) covers
unsporting behavior and the penalties.
The team should celebrate a home run,
but there is no excuse for unsporting
behavior that could lead to other, more
serious events, as seen in (PlayPic H).
Also, the plate umpire must be able to
see the runners and batter the plate.

Legal
H
throat protector, the catcher must wear
a body protector, protective shin guards
and, for males only, a protective cup, as
seen in (PlayPic G).

G

Postgame infractions
Once all umpires have left the field, they
are no longer in charge of the game
and cannot eject game participants, as
seen in (PlayPic I). However, that doesn’t
give players, coaches or fans the right
to act out toward umpires. Umpires are
expected to report postgame infractions
to their commissioner of officials.

I

4 /// OREGON BASEBALL UMPIRES MANUAL: 2016 UPDATE

OSAA/OAOA POINTS OF EMPHASIS

Proper Positioning on the Bases
Getting the calls right on the bases,
particularly the close ones, requires
being in the best position to make
the call. Being in the best position to
make the call is dependent primarily on
having a proper angle when rendering
judgment. The state committee has
identified this as a point of emphasis for
the 2016 season. We expect umpires
to work hard to develop a proper angle
(typically 90 degrees on plays at first
base), but we do not want umpires
overcommitting such that they end up
“too deep” when making their call. (Note
the MechaniGrams A and B)
On plays at second and third base,
particularly in two-person crews,
umpires are often required to adjust.
Most potential problems can be solved

A

by being aware of where the base
runners and the fielders are in advance
of the ball being hit. For example, if an
umpire knows that a speedy runner
at first has taken a big lead and the
centerfielder is playing deep, the umpire
can better anticipate the play at third on
a sharp single up the middle. This will
allow the umpire to get a good angle at
third, take the ball “over the shoulder,”
and, finally, have time to adjust late to a
poor throw or an unexpected slide.
Always make your very best effort
to see the ball, the slide (if applicable),
and the base before making your call.
If necessary, wait to confirm that the
fielder has secure position of the ball or
to confirm the base runner has not slid
past the bag.
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Sportsmanship
Sportsmanship is addressed extensively
in the 2016 NFHS new rules and points
of emphasis. The state committee
has chosen to go an additional step
and make it one of our points of
emphasis for this season. We are
specifically concerned with taunting.
Taunting disrespects the opponent and
disrespects the game. Umpires who are
inclined to simply mete out continuous
warnings, while largely ignoring an
escalating problem, are sure to face
more significant issues as the game
continues. Taunting invariably leads to
retaliation, and penalizing a retaliatory
act is always more difficult, and more
poorly received, than penalizing the
initial act of bad sportsmanship.
Taunting needs to be dealt with
immediately and swiftly. As a rule, if
a participant is guilty of taunting he
should be penalized immediately, either
by an official warning or an ejection. If
the umpire chooses only to warn, then
any subsequent violation, regardless
of the severity, would result in an
immediate ejection. There is no place
for such activity in high school athletics.
Taunting includes, but is not limited to:
pointing, or gesturing, at an opponent,
bringing undue attention to oneself after
an outstanding play (such as dancing
or jogging backward around the bases),
and personally denigrating the opposing
team through inappropriate words and/
or actions (PlayPic J). Specific acts
that would warrant immediate ejection
include, but are not limited to: standing
over a prone base runner and yelling at
him, jogging slowly around the bases
after a home run while pointing at the
opposing dugout, and dancing wildly
in front of an opponent after a great
defensive putout.
Your local commissioner and the
OSAA will always support ejections
related to taunting. Oregon umpires
absolutely need to err on the side of
penalizing such action forcefully and
immediately. If you believe the offense

J

is major, there is no requirement to
issue a verbal or written warning prior
to ejecting a participant who is taunting
the opposing team.
Bench jockeying can be considered
taunting when the actions of the
bench are directed specifically at
the opponents and are intended to
humiliate or demean the other side. We
do encourage a warning to be given for
bench jockeying, but a single warning
is sufficient. Any subsequent violation
for bench jockeying should result in the
ejection of the guilty party.
Although we always prefer our
umpires to use restraint, DO NOT deal
with these important sportsmanship
issues simply through one warning piled
on top of the last warning. Although
it should never be a goal to eject a
participant, good umpires need to
recognize when it is necessary to eject
a student-athlete from the contest.
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Pregame and Postgame
Because our focus is rightly on
adjudicating the activity on the diamond,
we are prone to forget the importance
of proper pregame and postgame
responsibilities. Remember that your
jurisdiction begins upon arriving at
the game site and if unsportsmanlike
comments are directed toward you
while walking to the locker room or
changing in your car, those acts should
be penalized. Players and coaches do
not get “free shots” simply because
you have yet to walk on the field. This
should never be a problem, however,
if you arrive at the school on time and
with a smile on your face. Make sure
you are aware of exactly where you
are going, where you are meeting your
partner(s), and where you are changing
before you ever get to the game site.
This will unburden you to focus on the
task of umpiring and should provide
an opportunity to make your first
impression a good impression.
When you make your way to the
field, take the time to observe your
surroundings, particularly in regard to
any potentially dangerous situations. If
there is anything that may cause safety
concerns, it should be dealt with prior to
starting the contest. Introduce yourself
to both coaches and take any extra time
you may have to identify nuances that
may help you during the game, such as
an especially strong arm in centerfield.
Make sure you meet at the designated
time for the pregame conference at
home plate and make the effort to
follow the designated procedure for
exchanging lineup cards and confirming
that teams are properly equipped and
will display good sportsmanship (PlayPic
K).
Once the game is over, remember that
your responsibilities have not ended.
You should glance at both dugouts
to confirm that no one is questioning
the score or any other administrative
issue related to the game’s conclusion.
Be aware of, but do not seek out, any
coach or player that may try to verbally

K

abuse you as you leave the field. If this
happens, it has to be dealt with, either
through a warning or a post-game
ejection. If you are accosted by a fan
as you exit the field, and are unable to
quickly diffuse the situation, you should
enlist the help of game management.
Take the time to engage your partner(s)
in a brief post-game discussion once
you have returned to your cars or the
locker room. These are invaluable
learning opportunities. If you have
utilized the school’s locker room, be
sure to leave everything as it was when
you arrived. Leave inconspicuously.
Engage any coach or administrator you
encounter pleasantly, but briefly, on your
way out the door.
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