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OREGON BASEBALL UMPIRES MANUAL: 2019 UPDATE

2019 RULE CHANGES
For the 2019 baseball season, the
NFHS Baseball Rules Committee
approved a modification of rules
regarding the pitcher’s pivot foot and
extended the implementation date
for baseballs meeting the NOCSAE
standard.
Removing an Element of the Pivot
Foot Requirement (6-1-3)
Pitchers will no longer be required
to have their entire pivot foot in
contact with the pitcher’s plate while
in the set position (PlayPic below). The
change regarding the position of the
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pivot foot in relation to the rubber is
wholly consistent with how we have
previously instructed our umpires to
enforce the pitching rules. This should
not cause any issues on the field
and should be easily explainable to
coaches, if need be.
The NFHS rules committee
recognized that the condition of many
pitching mounds makes it problematic
for the pitcher to have his/her entire
pivot foot in contact with the pitcher’s
plate. No advantage is gained by a
pitcher who had some of his pivot foot
not in contact with the pitcher’s plate.
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Modified that Baseballs Meet a
NOCSAE Standard (1-3-1)
Effective Jan. 1, 2020, baseballs
used for high school play must meet
the NOCSAE standard. Originally,
the NOCSAE standard for baseballs
was set to take effect with the 2019
season. However, it was decided
that due to the amount of baseballs
some high schools have in their
inventory, and to enable use of that
inventory, the implementation date
was extended to 2020.
The NOCSAE standard (PlayPic
at right) was implemented for
baseballs to maintain and consistent
uniform standard for high school
competition, and to ensure that

every baseball manufactured
meets the same level of quality and
playability. *

2019 OREGON POINTS OF EMPHASIS
Bench Decorum/National Anthem
Protocol
• Unfortunately, behavior of bench
personnel continues to be an issue
in Oregon baseball. Unacceptable

behavior includes: “bench jockeying,”
inappropriate celebrations, and
taunting by non-participating players
(PlayPic below). The state committee
is asking all umpires to be particularly
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vigilant this season in regard to these
activities and any others that are
deemed to be inappropriate. It is
incumbent upon each game official
to quickly determine if a particular
behavior is unacceptable and to deal
with it immediately. Moreover, it is
essential that warnings are followed by
real consequences. It is better to err on
the side of giving a warning for an act
which might not be “that bad,” rather
than letting poor sportsmanship spiral
out of control.
• When the National Anthem is played
prior to your contest, it is important
that the game officials display proper
respect for the flag. Regardless of
your personal feelings, it is not fair to
your partner(s), the participants, or the
fans for an umpire to bring attention
to themselves by doing anything other
than standing respectfully at attention
during the entirety of the anthem. The
players, however, can do whatever
they like during the anthem. It is not
our job to determine how they stand,
or whether they stand at all. But there
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is a directive, at all levels of baseball,
to not permit a “standoff” at the end
of the anthem (PlayPic bottom left).
Such activity goes beyond simply
displaying one’s personal feelings and
quickly deteriorates into an obvious
lack of sportsmanship. If players on
either side are seen to be standing at
attention more than a few beats after
the conclusion of “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” clearly in an attempt to
outwait the other side, the player(s) and
head coach should be firmly warned.
If the warning is not heeded, the
player and the head coach should be
immediately ejected.
Obstruction
The NCAA has changed its obstruction
rule this year to require any player
to possess the ball before blocking
any base. As a result, all levels of
baseball are now consistent in their
interpretation of the obstruction rule.
This should help to minimize any
remaining confusion about how the
rule is to be interpreted and enforced.
The state committee is asking all
umpires to be more vigilant about
calling obstruction this year, particularly
at home plate. Umpires are reminded
that the catcher is not allowed to block
access to the plate without clearly
having the ball in his possession
(PlayPic next page). Because the
high school interpretation allows for
“any access to the bag,” umpires
will still need to use their judgment
in determining if the bag/base was
“blocked.”
It is important to use clear and
concise language when discussing
obstruction calls with the head coach.
Use “rulebook” language - e.g.:
“Coach, your catcher denied the runner
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access to any part of home plate
without possessing the ball. By rule,
that is to be ruled obstruction and the
run scores.”
Weather
Previously a point of emphasis,
weather issues are again being
emphasized in 2019. Oregon is well
known to receive its fair share of
rain, particularly in the spring when
we are trying to play high school
baseball. Umpires, above all, are
asked to consider player safety. If
ever in doubt about playing, err on
the side of safety. It takes guts to
call a close game late in the season
when all of the coaches and fans are
begging you to continue. However, if
circumstances warrant, call the game.
• Although rain is our most typical
weather-related issue, understand that

several other potential items fall under
the broad domain of “weather.” These
include: darkness, lightning, and fog.
If, in your judgment, anything related
to the playing conditions makes
continuing the contest potentially
unsafe, then the game should be
delayed and/or postponed.
• Thunder/lightning, by rule, require
a 30-minute delay. If during the 30
minutes, another crash is heard and/
or another flash is seen, the 30-minute
clock starts over. Umpires should
work closely with coaches and field
personnel to determine when the
contest should simply be postponed,
rather than delayed.
• Artificial surfaces do not exempt a
game from being subject to weather
considerations. There has been a
proliferation of turf fields in Oregon
OAOA BASEBALL
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over the past decade. Do not make
the mistake of playing under any
conditions simply because you are on
turf. Outfielders can still fall on turf;
pitchers can still slip; bats can still fly
out of the grip of the hitters.
• Final decisions on weather delays
are made by the crew chief (typically,
but not always, the home plate
umpire). The crew chief should
generally consult with his/her
partner(s), coaches, field personnel,
and any radar available before making
a final decision.
• If a game is called, it is the
responsibility of the umpires to follow
the proper state protocol in regard to
interrupted contests.
If fewer than 4 and 1/2 or 5 innings
have been played, the contest shall
continue from the point of interruption.
If 4 and 1/2 (home team ahead)
or 5 innings have been played and
the score is not tied, the contest is
declared an official game.
If play has gone beyond five full
innings, teams have had an equal
number of completed turns at bat
and the score is tied, the contest
shall continue from the point of
interruption.
If play has gone beyond five full
innings and is called when the teams
have not had an equal number of
completed turns at bat, the score
shall be the same as it was at the
end of the last completed inning,
unless the home team in its half of
the incomplete inning, scores a run
(or runs) which equals or exceeds the
opponent’s score, in which case, the
final score shall be recorded when the
game is called. If the score was tied at
the end of the last completed inning,
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the contest shall continue from the
point of interruption.
If the two schools mutually agree
or if there is an athletic district
policy, the game need not be
continued if it has no bearing on state
championship representation. Note:
The game umpires need not concern
themselves with this clause as such a
determination is likely to be made at
a later date. The umpires should still
follow the process outlined below.
• For other reasons, among which
include light failure, sprinkler system,
etc., the contest shall continue from
the point of interruption unless the
teams mutually agree otherwise or
there are athletic district rules that
apply.
• Interrupted Contests Procedures:
The umpires, both head coaches
and both scorekeepers shall gather
together to document the point of
interruption on the lineup card and in
the official scorebook (including
inning, score, outs, runners on base,
defensive charged conferences, etc.).
The crew chief shall sign the lineup
card and the official scorebook to
insure that there are two copies.
The crew chief should then give the
signed lineup card to the home coach
to be kept with the official scorebook.
The umpires shall send their game
report to their local assigner. If a
different umpire crew is assigned, the
local assigner shall send the game
report details to the new crew as part
of accepting the assignment.
The lineup card shall be given to
the new or returning umpire crew
during the pre-game when the game
is to be continued from the point of
interruption. *
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2019 MECHANICS CLARIFICATIONS
Bunt Coverage
In a three-person crew, it is now
permissible for U1 to be inside
the diamond under the following
conditions: 1) runners occupying first
and second bases, 2) Zero outs, 3)
Obvious bunting situation.
This mechanic should be used
very sparingly, but does allow for
an umpire to be at third base for a
potential play there when a bunt is
imminent. This mechanic should be
discussed in the umpires’ pregame
meeting and is to be initiated by
U1 during the game. The state
committee is trusting our umpires
to understand when a bunt is highly
likely (e.g., a tie game in the bottom

of the sixth inning with the 8th-place
hitter at the plate). Please note that
the umpires would return to their
normal positions only after the batter
is retired (not when he achieves two
strikes in the count).
Rotation Signal
Please refer to page 57 of the Oregon
Baseball Umpires Manual for the
proper signal for “rotation.” The
NFHS is implementing an approved
signal for rotating this year. We
applaud the NFHS for doing so, but
the NFHS signal is slightly different
than what we have previously
published. We ask Oregon umpires
to continue to use the signal we have
had in place for several years. *
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